
Fire Situation Report – September 1, 2023 
 

Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry 
 

OFS STATISTICS for August 29-August 31, 2023   OFS Preparedness Level: 1 – 2 – 3 – 4 – 5   

NE Area –  1 Fire Burned 9 Acres (Cause: 1-Incendiary) 

EC Area –  5 Fires Burned 330.9 Acres (Cause: 2-Escaped Control Burn, 1-Equipment, 2-Incendiary) 

SE Area –  9 Fires Burned 267 Acres (Cause: 1-Equipment, 1-Escaped Debris, 1-Lightning, 1-Structure, 5-Incendiary) 
 

Large / Significant Fire Activity within the OFS Protection Area: 

• Coleman Road Fire (McCurtain County) – 235 Acres, 50% Contained 

• 179 Road Fire (Latimer County) – 307 Acres, 100% Contained 
 

Fire Activity with OFS Response outside of the Protection Area: No New Activity 

OFS Prescribed Fire Activity:       No New Activity 
 

Fire Department Activity:      Moderate Initial Attack 
 

Statewide Discussion:  Daytime temperatures will again register above normal moving into the Labor Day Weekend and with 
separation from wetting rains at 17-23 days across most of Oklahoma, fire danger will in turn increase as well.  The southern one-
third of Oklahoma is separated from wetting rains by 19-53 days noting that a few locations received some beneficial rainfall last 
Sunday.  Initial attack activity is expected to increase into the holiday weekend as fuels become increasingly receptive.  Some 
large fire occurrence (>300 acres) is also likely although significant fire occurrence potential remains limited.  In recent days, rather 
light winds have limited fire spread although resistance to control has increased.  On Labor Day, stronger south winds will support 
enhanced fire behavior potential expanding higher fire danger indices into western Oklahoma as well. 
 

A Fuels & Fire Behavior Advisory has been issued covering the southern one-third of Oklahoma:  
https://gacc.nifc.gov/sacc/resources/predictive/Fuels_Fire_Behavior_Advisory_SA_TX_OK_AR_LA_MS_AL_FL_08312023.pdf 
 

Today:  A Red Flag Warning is in effect today in McCurtain County from 10:00 AM through 8:00 PM.  The highest fire danger 
indices today will remain focused across the southern tier of Oklahoma where composite fuel moisture will support aggressive fire 
on established wildfires.  Above normal temperatures statewide under clear skies and enough mixing to support low relative 
humidity values in all by northeastern Oklahoma will support enhanced initial attack probabilities with some large fire potential in 
high-risk fuels. 

• Southeastern Oklahoma: Respectable overnight moisture recovery will erode 
into the afternoon as temperatures warm into the low- to mid-90°’s under clear 
skies with afternoon relative humidity values 26-32% yielding fine-dead fuel 
moisture values at 5% with potential for some locations to tap 4%.  Southeast 
to east winds sustained 5-9 mph with some higher gusts will support moderate 
rates of fire spread.  Both composite fuel moisture values (ERC) and KBDI 
values point to challenging resistance to control with larger diameter 
dead/downed fuels combusting.  Struggling live woody fuel moisture values will 
support the rapid transition from surface fire to problematic fire behavior 
including single/group tree torching and spotting.  Extreme fire behavior should 
be anticipated on established fires where a pine component is present. 

• South-Central Oklahoma:  Temperature in the mid- to upper-90°’s under clear skies and afternoon relative humidity 
values 23-29% will yield 1-hr fuel moisture values 4-5% this afternoon and early evening.  Southeast winds sustained 7-
10 mph midday are expected to decrease into the evening limiting fire spread potential providing good opportunity for 
successful initial attack efforts.  Grass dominated fuels will exhibit head fire rates of spread <90 ft/min.  Mixed fuels 
(grass/brush/timber) will exhibit ROS 23-50 ft/min with average FL 4-9 ft. although problematic fire behavior including flare-
ups, torching and short range spotting is expected. 

• Central/Western Oklahoma:  Temperature will warm into the mid-90°’s to around 100° in both the southwest and 
Panhandle counties under clear skies with afternoon relative humidity values 17-30%.  Live herbaceous moisture varies 
across this area with the most receptive fuels in southwestern Oklahoma although the increasing separation from wetting 
rains and struggling soil moisture has resulted in increasing fine-fuel receptiveness.  Southeastern winds will shift to the 
southerly by the afternoon sustained 9-15 mph a few gusts above 20 mph northwest.  Grass dominated fuels will exhibit 
head fire rates of spread 65-126 ft/min on established fires in rangeland fuels.  Mixed fuels will exhibit ROS 35-60 ft/min 
with FL 7-12 ft and areas of problematic fire behavior. 

 

Saturday:  Moderate to good overnight moisture recovery will stall development of burning conditions although by early afternoon 
a similar conditions that develop today should be expected with the highest fire danger indices developing across southern 
Oklahoma.  Of note, fire weather will intensify in the Panhandle and far northwestern counties as relative humidity values dip into 
the 13-17% range.  Again, initial attack efforts are expected to be successful with some large fire potential in the mix. 
 

Sunday:   Fire weather will be focused in areas west of I-35 as gulf moisture drives into eastern Oklahoma supporting some 
rain/storm chances focused in southeastern Oklahoma.  Given composite fuel moisture in the southeast and thunderstorm potential 
in the afternoon with minimal aerial rainfall coverage, lightning ignitions should be anticipated.  Any ongoing fire in the vicinity 
of a storm will likely be subjected to outflow winds driving potential for erratic fire behavior. 
 

https://gacc.nifc.gov/sacc/resources/predictive/Fuels_Fire_Behavior_Advisory_SA_TX_OK_AR_LA_MS_AL_FL_08312023.pdf


Near-Term:  On Labor Day, thunderstorm potential remains in southeastern Oklahoma while elevated to critical fire weather 
develops in  south-central and western Oklahoma.  Temperature in the mid-90°’s to 104°and minimum relative humidity 17-30% 
coupled with stronger south winds 15-21 mph gusting near 30 mph will support active fire behavior and the introduction of low 
significant fire potential concentrated in south-central and southwestern Oklahoma. 

 
 
 
 

Burn Bans: Refer to: https://ag.ok.gov/divisions/forestry-services/ for the most current 
burn ban information and links to specific burn ban proclamations.  
 

** Please refer to the website above as it will be updated as information is received 
from the counties. 
 

https://ag.ok.gov/divisions/forestry-services/

